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The HISTORY, te 



IT ESTER WILMOT was born in the parifli of 
A A Wefton, of parents who maintained them- 
felves by their labour, they were both of them un- 
godly, it -is no wonder therefore they were un- 
happy. They lived badly together, and how could 
they do otherwife, for their tempers were very 
different, and they had no religion to Tmooth down 
this difference, or to teach .them that they ought to 
bear with each others faults. Rebecca Wilmot was a 
proof that people may have fome' right qualities, 
and yet be but bad characters. She was clean, 
notable, and induftrious. Now I know fome folks 
fancy that the poor who have thefe qualities need 
have no other, but this is a fad miftake, as I am fure 
every page in tbe Bible would fliew; and it is a pity 
people do not confult it oftener. Rebecca was of a 
violent ungovernable temper; and that very neat- 
nefs which is in itfelf Co pleafing, in her became a 
fin, for 'her affection to her hufband and children was 
quite loft in an over-anxious defire to have her houfe 
reckoned the niceft in the pari fh. Rebecca was 
alfo a proof that a poor woman may be as vain as 
a rich one, for it was not fo much the comfort of 
neatnefs, as the praife of neatnefs which me co- 
veted, A fpot on her frearth 3 or a bit qf ruit on a 



brafs carjdlcftick would throw her into, a violens 
paffion. Now it is very right to keep the hearth! 
clean and the candleft'jck hright 9 but it is very- 
wrong fo, to fet one's affections on a hearth or a 
candleitick as to make oneielf unhappy if any tri- 
fling accident happens to them: and if Rebecca 
had been as careful to keep her heart without {pot, 
or her life without blemifh, as (lie was to keep her 
fire-irons free from either, fhe would have been, 
held up in this hiftory, not as a warning; but 4 
pattern, and in that cafe her nicety would have 
pome in for a part of the praife. It was no fault 
in Rebecca but a merit, that her oak table was fq 
bright you could almoft fee to put your cap on in 
it; but it was no merit but a fault, that when J ah a 
her hufband laid down his cup of beer upon it fo 
as to leave a mark, fhe would fly out into fd 
terrible a paffion that all the children were forced 
to run to corners; now poor John having no 
corner to run to, ran to the alelioufe, till that 
which was at firft a refuge, top foon became | pleat 
fure. 

Rebecca never wifhed her children to learn to 
read, becaufe fhe faid it would only ferve to make 
them lazy, and {he 1 hendf had done very weij 
without it. She would keep poor Hefter from 
church. to ftone the fp/ace under the chairs in fine 
patterns and whim-whams. I don't pretend to fay 
there was any harm in this little decoration, it 
looks pretty enough, and it is better to let the 
children do that than do nothing. But (till the ft 
are not things to fet one's heart upon, and befldes* 
Rebecca only did it as a trap for praife; for fhe 
was fulky and difappointed if any ladies happened 
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to call in and did not feem delighted with th<* 
(lowers which (he ufed to draw with a burnt flick 
on the white-wain of the chimney corners. Be- 
fides all this finery was often done on a Sunday, 
and there is a great deal of harm in doing right 
things at a wrong time, or in wafting much tinaq 
on things which are of no real ufe, or in doing any 
thing at all out of vanitv, Now I beg that no 
lazy flattern of a wife will'go and take any com- 
fort in her dirt from what is here faid againft Re-, 
becca's nicety; for I believe that for one who 
makes her hufband unhappy through neatnefs, 
twenty do fo by dirt and lazinefs. All exceffes are 
wrong, but the excefs of a good quality is not fa 
common as the excefs of a bad one. 

John Wilmot was not an ill-natured man, but 
he had no fixed principle. Inftead of letting him- 
felf to cure his wife's faults by mild reproof and a 
good example, he was driven by them into flill 
greater faults himfelf. It is a common cafe with 
people who have no religion when any crofs acci- 
dent befals them, inftead of trying to make the 
beft of a bad matter, inftead of considering their 
trouble as a trial fent from God to purify them, or 
inftead of confidering the faults of others as a 
punifhment for their own fins, what do they do 
but either fink down at once into defpair, or elfe 
run for comfort into evil courfes. Drinking is the 
common remedy for forrow, if that can be called a 
remedy, the end of which is to deftroy foul ancj 
body. John now began to fpend all his leifure 
hours at the Bell. He ufed to be fond of his chil- 
dren, but when he found he could not come home 
in quiet and play with the little ones, while his wife 
drelled him a bit of hot f upper, he grew in time nat 



m come home at all. He who has once taken to 
drink can feldom be faid to be guilty of one fin 
only; John's heart became hardened, His affec- 
tion for his family was loft in felf-indulgence. Pa- 
tience and fubmiffion on the part of his wife might 
have won much upon a man of John's temper, but 
inltead of trying to reclaim him, his wife feemed 
rather to delight in putting him as much in the 
wrong as me could, that fhe might be juftified in 
her conftant abufe of him. I doubt whether fhe 
would have been as much pleafed with his reform 
mation as fhe was with always talking of his faults* 
though I know it was the opinion of the neigh^ 
hours, that if fhe had taken as much pains to re- 
form her huiband by reforming her own temper, as 
(lie did to abufe him and expofe him, her endea- 
vours might have been bleffed with fuccefs. Good 
people, who are trying to fubdue their own faults* 
can hardly believe that the ungodly have a fort of 
favagc fatisfaclton in trying, by the indulgence of 
their own evil tempers, to leffen the happinefs of 
thofe with whom they have to do. Need we look 
any farther for a proof of our own corrupt nature* 
when we fee mankind delight in fins which have 
neither the temptation of profit or pleafure* fuch 
as plaguing, vexing, or abufing each other* 

Hefter was the eldeft of their five children, fhe 
Was a fharp fenfihle girl, but at fourteen years old 
fhe could not tell a letter* nor had fhe ever been 
taught to bow her knee to him who made her, for 
John's, or rather Rebecca's houfe, had feldom the 
name of God pronounced in it, except to be falaf* 
phcmed. 

It was juft about this time* if 1 miftake not, that 
rs. Jones fet up her Sunday School^ of which Mn> 



BeUy Crew, was appointed miftrefs as was related 
mk month. Mrs. Jones finding that none of the Wil- 
moti were frnt to fchoo], took a walk to Rebecca's 
houfe, arid civilly told her (lie called to let her 
know that a fchool was opened to which me de- 
fired her to fend her children on the Sunday fol- 
lowing* efpecially her eldeft daughter Hefter. 
* 4 Well," faicl Rebecca, " and what will you give 
her if I do?' " Give her!" replied Mrs. Jones, 
^ that is rather a rude queftion, and aflted in a 
rude manner: however, as 6 a foft anfwer turneth 
away wrath,' I affure you -that I will give her the 
befi of learning; I will teach her to fear Go ! and 
keep his commandments"' " I would rather you 
would teach her to fear me, and to keep my houfe 
clean," faid this wicked woman. H She (han't 
come, however, unlefs you will pay her for it." 
li Pay her for it!'' faid the lady, " will it not be 
reward enough that (lie will be taught to read the 
word of God without any expence to you? For 
?hough many gifts both of books and cloathing will 
be given the children, yet you are not to conhder 
theie 0$ti fo much in the light of payment as an 
expreffion of good will in your benefaftors." " 1 
fay," interrupted Rebecca, " that Hefter (lian't go. 
to fchoo! . Religion is of no ufe that I know of, 
bat to make people hate their own flefh and blood; 
and I fee no good in learning but to make folks 
proud, and lazy, and dirty. I cannot tell a letter 
iWyfel'F, and, though I fay it, that fhould not fay 
it there is not a nctabler woman in the parifli." 
« Pray," faid Mrs k Jones mildly, u do you think 
that young people will difobcy their parents the 
more for being taught to fear God ?" cf I don't 
think any thing about it/' hid Rebecca, < ; I ttimi 



let her come, and there's the long arid ill or t of ihjt 
matter* Hefter has other fi£h to fry; but you may 
have fome of thefe little ones if you will? ' u No," 
faid Mrs', Jones, " I will not; I have not fet up a 
nurfery but a fchool. I am not at all this expence to 
take crying babes out of the mother's way, but to 
inftrucl reafonable beings. And it ought to be a 
rule in all fchools not to take the troublefome young 
children unlefs the mother will try to fpare the elder 
ones, who are capable of learning." 6C But," faid 
Rebecca, " I have a young child which Hefter 
muft nurfe while I drefs dinner. And {he mud 
iron the rags, and fcour the irons, and dig the po- 
tatoes, and fetch the water to boil them." " As 
to nurfing the child, that is indeed a neceiTary duty*, 
and Hefter ought to (lay at home part of the day 
to enable you to go to church ; and families mould 
relieve each other in this wav, but as to all the reft 
they are no reafons at all, for the irons need not 
be fcoured fo often, and the rags fliould be ironed^ 
and the potatoes dug, and the water fetched on the 
Saturday, and I can tell you that neither your mi- 
nifter here, nor your judge hereafter, will accept of 
any fueh excufes." 

All this while Hefter ftaid behind, pale and 
trembling, left her unkind mother fhould carry her 
point. She looked up at Mrs. Jones with fo much 
love and gratitude as to win her affection, and this 
good lady went on trying to foften this harfh mo- 
ther. At laft Rebecca condefcended to fay, " well*, 
I don't* know but I may let her come now and then 
when I can fpare her, provided I 'find you make it 
Worth her while." All this time fhe had neve 1 : 
a'iked Mrs. Jones to fit down, nor had once bid 
htr young children be quietj though they were 
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'trying and fqiialMng the whole time. Rebecca 
Fancied this rudenefs was the only way fhe had of 
mewing flie thought herfelf as good as her gueu% 
but Mrs. Jones never loll her temper. The mo- 
ment fhe went out of the houfe, Rebecca called 
but loud enough for her to hear ? and ordered 
Iiefter to get the flone and a bit of fand to fcrutf 
out the prints of that dirty woman's fhoes. Hefleir 
in high fpirits cheerfully obeyed, arid rubbed out 
the ftairis fo neatly, that her mother could not heYp 
lamenting that fo handy a girl was going to be 
fpoiled by being taught godlinefs, and learnings 
irid filch honfenfe. 

Mrs. Jbnes, who k'riew the world, told her agchtj 
Mrs. Crew, that her grand difficulty would ariffe 
hot fb miich from the children as the parents; 
" Thefe," faid flie, « are apt to fall into that fad 
mirlake, that becaufe their children are poor and 
haVe little of this world's goods, the mothers mufl 
make it up to them in falfe indulgence. The children 
of the gentry are much more reproved and cor- 
rected for their faults-, and bred up in far fhicler 
difcipline* He was a King who faid, chajlen thy 
fon, and let not thy rod /pare for his crying. But 
the more vicious the children are, you mufl re- 
member the more they ftand in need of your in- 
llruftion. When they are bad, comfort yourfelF 
with thinking, hbw much worfe they would have 
been but for you; arid what a burthen they would 
become to fbciety if thefe evil tempers were to re- 
ceive no check. v ' The great thing which enabled 
Mrs. Crew to teach well, was, the deep infight fhe 
had got into the corruption of human nature. And 
t doubt if any one can make a thoroughly good 
teacher of religion and morals who wants this 
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mailer-key to the heart. Others indeed, may teach 

knowledge, decency, and good manners. Mrs* 
Grew who knew that out of the heart proceed lying* 
theft, and all that train of evils which begin to break 
out even in young children*, applied her labours to 
correCr this root of eVil. But though a diligent, 
flie was an humble teacher, well knowing that un- 
kfs the grace of God bleffed her labours, fhe fhould 
but labour in vain. 

Hefter Wilmot never failed to atterid the fchqplj 
whenever her perverfe mother would give her 
leave, and her delight in learning was fo great, 
that flie would work early and late to gain a little 
time for her book. As flie had a quick capacity, 
flie learned foon to fpell and read, and Mrs. Crew 
obferving her diligence, ufed to lend her a book 
to carry home, that (he might pick up a little at 
odd times. It would be well if teachers would 
make this diftin&ion. To give or lend books to 
'thofe who take no delight in them is an ufeleis ex. 
pence; while it is kind and right to afTift well-dif- 
pofed young people with every help of this fort. 
Thofe who love books feldom hurt them, while 
the fiothful, who hate learning, will wear out a 
book more in a week than the diligent will do in 
a year. Plefter's way Was to read over one quef- 
tion in her catechifrri, or one verfe in her Hymn- 
book, by fire-light before (he went to bed; this 
Ihe thoiight over in the night, and when flie was 
(Ireffing herfelf in the morning Ihe was glad to 
find fhe always knew a little more than fhe had 
done the morning before. It is not to be believed 
how much thofe people will be found to have 
gained at the end of a year, who are accultomed 
\<& work up all the little odd ends and remnants 
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<q£ rime), who are convinced that minutes are no 
more to be waited than pence. Nay, he who finds 
he has wafted a (hilling may hy diligence hope to 
fetch it up again; but no repentance or induftry 
can ever bring back one wafted hour. My good 
young reader, if ever you are tempted to wafte an 
hour, C go and afk a dying man what he would give 
for that hour which you are throwing away, and 
according as he anfwers, fo do you a£L 

| As her mother hated the fight of a book^ Hefler 
was forced to learn out of fight : it was no difobe-. 
dience to do this, as long as ihe wafted no part of 
that time which it was her duty to fpend 1 in uleful 
labour. She would have thought it a fin to have 
left her work for her book; but ilie did not think 
it wrong to Ileal time from her deep, and to be 
learning an hour before the reft of the family were, 
awake. Hefter would not neglecT; the wafhing-tub* 
or the fpinning- wheel, even to get on with her 
tatechifm ; but {he thought it fair to think over her 
tjneftions, while fhe was wafhing and fpinning. In 
a few months fhe was able to read fluently in St* 
John's gofpel, which is the eafieft. But Mrs. Crew 
did not think it enough that her children cou Id 
read a chapter, me would make them underftand 
it alfo. It is in a good degree owing to the want 
of religious knowlege in teachers that there is io 
little religion in the world. Unlefs the Bible is 
laid open to the understanding, children may read 
from Genefis to the Revelation, without any other 
improvement than barely learning how to pro- 
nounce the words. Mrs. Crew found there was 
but one way to compel their attention; this was by 
obliging them to return back again to her the fenfe 
of what &e had read to them, and this they might 
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do in their own words, if they could not remember 
the words of Scripture. Thofe who had weak 
capacities would, to be fure, do this but ver^ im- 
perfectly; but even the weakeft if they were wil- 
ling would retain fomething: She fo managed that 
faying the Caiechifm was not merely an aft of the 
memory, but of the underftanding ; for (he had 
'obferved formerly, that thofe who had learned the 
Catechifm in the' common formal way, when they 
were children, had never underftood \% when they 
became men and women, and it remained in the 
memory without having made any impreffion on the 
mind. Thus this fine fummary of the Chriitian re- 
ligion is eonfidered as little more than a form of 
words, the being able to repeat which, is a quali- 
fication for being confirmed by the Bilhop, inltead 
of being eonfidered as really containing thofe 
grounds of Chriftian faith and practice, by which 
they are to be confirmed Chrihtanso 

Mrs. Crew ufed to fay to Mrs. Jones, " Thofe 
who teach the poor mull indeed give line upon 
line, precept upon precept, here a little and there 
a little, as they can receive it. So that teaching 
nmft be a great grievance to thofe who do not 
really make°it a labour of love. I fee fo much 
levity, obftinacy, and ignorance* that it keeps my 
own forbearance in continual exercife, fo that I 
trull I am getting gopjj myfelf while I am do- 
ne good to°oi: ' No one, Madam, can know 
till They try, t\q tttr they have afked a poor un- 
taught child the fame -queftion nineteen times, they 
murt not iofe their temper;, bat go on and alk it the 
twentieth. Now and then, when I. am tempted to 
be impatient, I correct myfelf, by thinking over 
that adive proof which our bkifed Saviour requires 



of our love to him when he fays, my lamfo? 

Heftcr Wiln lot had never been bred to go to 
"church, for her father and mother had nevef 
thought of going themfelves, unlefs at a chriftening 
in their own family, or at a funeral of their 
neighbours, both of which they confidered merely 
as opportunities for good eating and drinking, and 
not as offices of religion. 

As poof Heller had no .comfort at home, it was 
the lefs wonder fhe delighted in her fchool, her 1 
Bible and church, for fo great is God's goodnefsj 
that he is p'leafed to make religion a peculiar 
contort to thofe who have no other comfort. 
The God.whofe name (he had feldom heard but 
when it was taken in vain, was now revealed to 
her as a God of infinite power, juftice and holi- 
nefs. What fhe read irt her Bible, and what (he 
felt in her own heart, convinced her fhe was a 
firmer; and her catechifm laid the fame. She was 
much diftrefTed one day on thinking over this pro- 
mife which fhe had jut made (in anfwer to the 
queftion which fell to her lot) "To renounce the 
devil and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, and all the finful lufts of the 
flefh." I fay fhe was di ft re fled on finding that 
thefe were not merely certain words which fhe was 
bound to repeat; but certain conditions which fhe 
was bound to perform. She was fadly puzzled to 
know how this was to be done, till fhe met with 
thefe words in her Bible. My grtzce is fujjicient [of 
thee. But ftill fhe was at a k>fs to know how this 
grace was to be obtained. Happily Mr. Simpfon 
preached on the next Sunday from this text, Ajk 
and ye Jhall have, &c. In this fe'rmOn was ex* 
plained to her the nature, the duty, and the efficacy 
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of prayer. After this flie opened her heart to Mrs, 
Crew, who taught her the great doctrines of Scrip- 
ture, in a ferious, but plain way. Hefter's own 
heart led her to affent to that humbling do&rine of 
the catechifm, that We are by nature born in Jin? 
and truly glad was fhe to be relieved by hearing of 
that fpiritual grace by which we have a new birth 
iinto right eoufnefs. Thus her mind was no fooner 
humbled by one part, than it gained comfort from 
another. On the other hand, while {he was re- 
joicing in a lively hope of God's mercy through Cbrifli 
her miftrcfs put her in mind that that was the only 
true repentance, by which we for fake fin. Thus the 
catechifm explained by a pious teacher was found 
to contain All the articles of the Chriflian faith. 

Mrs. Jones greatly difapproved the praflice of 
turning away the fcholars, becaufe they were grown 
up. " Young people," faid fhe, " want to be warned 
at fixteen more than they did at fix, and they are 
commonly turned adrift at the very age when they 
want moft in ft ruction ; when dangers and tempta- 
tions mod befet them. They are expofed to more 
evil by the leifure of a Sunday evening than by 
the bufinefs of the whole week: but then religion 
muft be made pleafant, and inftru&ion mult be car- 
ried in a kind, and agreeable, and familiar way. 
If they once diflike the teacher they will foon get 
to diflike what is taught, fo that a mafter or mtt 
trefs is in fome rneafure anfwerahle for the future 
piety of young perfons, inafmuch as that piety de- 
pends on their manner of making religion pleafam 
as well as prpfitable." To attend Mrs, Jones's even 
ing inftruclions was foon thought not a tafk but a 
Jioliday. In a few months it was reckoned a disad- 
vantage to the character of any young perfon iruhe 
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pari ft to know they did not attend the evening fchonK 
At firft, indeed, many of them came only with a view 
to learn to fing pfalms ; but, by the bleflmg of God, 
they grew fond of initru&ion, and fome of them be- 
came truly pious. Mrs, Jones . fpoke to them one Sun- 
day evening as follows : " My dear young women, 
1 rejoice at your improvement; but I rejoice with 
trembling. I have known young people fet out 
well, who afterwards fell" off. The heart is de- 
ceitful. Many like religious knowledge, who do, 
not like the ftriftnefs of a religious life. I mull 
therefore watch whether thofe who are diligent at 
church and fchool are diligent in their daily walk. 
Whether thofe who fay they helieve in God, re- 
ally obey him. Whether they who profefs to love 
Chrift keep his commandments. Thofe who hear 
themfelves commended for early piety, may iearu 
to reft fatisfied with the praife of man. ' People may 
get a knack at religious phrafes without being re- 
ligious ; they may even get to frequent places of 
worfhip as an amufement, in order to meet their 
friends, and may learn to delight in a fort of 
fpiritual gojip, while religion has no power in their 
hearts. But I hope better things of you, though I 
thus fpeak." 

What became of Hefter Wilmot, with fome ac- 
count of Mrs. Jones's May-day feaft for her fchool. 
my readers fhall be told next month. 
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